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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1- 58 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 9, 15, 17, 21, 28, 36, 40, 52, and 56 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: it is written in an outline format ((a), (b), or (1), (2), etc.), and should be 
written in sentence form. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 10, 19, 24, and 25 are objected to because they reference claims that are written in 
an outline format and should be written in sentence form. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 9 recites the limitation "the broadcast region." There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 40 recites the limitation "the user." There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 50 recites the limitation "the plurality of client computers." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 1-8, 15, 16, 21, 28-40, 42-56, and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sotiroff et al. (U.S. 5,852,810). 

10. With respect to claim 1, Sotiroff teaches a method of communicating a posting to a target 
user community, comprising the steps of: 

Enabling an originator of the posting to select a broadcast channel, where the broadcast 
channel has a channel description related to the posting (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 46-50); 
providing a user interface to enable the originator to input the posting, where the posting is 
comprised of one or more of an identification tag, an information component, and a broadcast 
region descriptor (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 43-46); and transmitting the posting to the target user 
community over the broadcast channel, where the target user community is defined by the 
broadcast region descriptor (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 62-64; col. 4, lines 36-47). 

11. With respect to claim 2, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the information component is comprised of one or more of text data, image 
data, audio data, and linking data for accessing a page on the Internet (Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 
- col. 5, line 4). 
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12. With respect to claim 3, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method further comprising the step of enabling the originator of the posting to select one or 
more behavioral options, the behavioral options including one or more of whether to reveal a 
name associated with the originator to the target user community, whether to reveal an 
electronic mail address associated with the originator, and whether to allow a member of the 
target community to communicate a reply to the originator (Sotiroff, col. 2, lines 48-53). 

13. With respect to claim 4, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the broadcast region descriptor is determined by enabling the originator to 
define one or more bounded objects on a geographical map view (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 46- 
52). 

14. With respect to claim 5, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the broadcast region descriptor is determined by enabling the originator to 
select one or more predefined bounded objects (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 46-52). 

15. With respect to claim 6, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method further comprising the step of enabling the originator to define a personal icon 
(Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 



16: With respect to claim 7, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 6, including the 
method where the personal icon is a bitmap image (Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 



Application/Control Number: 10/025,880 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2155 

17. With respect to claim 8, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 6, including the 
method where the personal icon is transmitted with the posting (Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 
5, line 4). 

18. With respect to claim 15, Sotiroff teaches a method of communicating a ping to a target 
user community, comprising the steps of: 

Enabling an originator of the ping to select a broadcast region into which the ping is to be 
communicated (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 46-50); enabling the originator to input the ping, where 
the ping is comprised of one or more key words (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 43-46); and 
transmitting the ping to the target user community within the broadcast region (Sotiroff, col. 
5, lines 62-64; col. 4, lines 36-47). 

19. With respect to claim 16, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 15, including 
the method further comprising the step of generating a ping object, where the ping object 
comprises the ping and the broadcast region (Sotiroff, col. 2, lines 55-61). 

20. With respect to claim 21, Sotiroff teaches a method of communicating a posting to a 
target user community, comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a request for postings received by a user antenna; identifying the postings; and 
transmitting the postings to an originator of the request (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 30-47). 
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21. With respect to claim 28, SotirofF teaches a system for communicating information to a 
target user community using geographical maps, comprising: 

A posting information database for storing one or more postings (SotirofF, col. 2, lines 
38-43); and a postings manager in communications with the posting information database, 
where the postings manager communicates a plurality of the stored postings to a plurality of 
client computers in the target user community (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 30-52). 

22. With respect to claim 29, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 28, including 
the system further comprising a map manager for generating geographical map views 
covering the target user community (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 36-47). 

23. With respect to claim 30, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 29, including 
the system further comprising a user interface for accepting a personal icon to be associated 
with a user account (SotirofF, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 

24. With respect to claim 31, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 30, including 
the system where the personal icon is a visible element in the postings (SotirofF, col. 4, line 
65 - col. 5, line 4). 

25. With respect to claim 32, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 31, including 
the system further comprising a virtual antenna (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 53-65). 
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26. With respect to claim 33, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 32, including 
the system where the postings manager is configured to display a visible graphical element 
representing the virtual antenna on the geographical map views (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

27. With respect to claim 34, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 33, including 
the system where a user is permitted to activate the visible graphical element thereby causing 
a user-defined URL to be opened and displayed on at least one of the plurality of client 
computers (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 56-65; col. 2, lines 48-53). 

28. With respect to claim 35, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 32, including 
the system further comprised of a plurality of ping topics associated with the virtual antenna, 
each the ping topic comprising a ping topic keyword pattern and a ping topic response 
(Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 15-26). 

29. With respect to claim 36, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 28, including 
the system where the postings manager is configured to accept a photo attachment, the photo 
attachment comprising a digital photograph, descriptive information about the digital 
photograph, and behavioral preferences associated with the digital photograph (Sotiroff, col. 
4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 
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30. With respect to claim 37, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 36, including 
the system where the photo attachment is associated with an attachment point, the attachment 
point being a point on the geographical map views (Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 

31. With respect to claim 38, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 28, including 
the system where the postings manager is further configured to enable a plurality of user 
dialogs, each the user dialogs comprising a plurality of messages between a source user and a 
recipient user (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 15-26). 

32. With respect to claim 39, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 28, including 
the system further comprising a channel tree comprising a plurality of named system 
channels interrelated hierarchically (Sotiroff, col 4, lines 30-47). The results from the search 
return several points of interest located within a city, and then the user is invited to select 
individual points of interest from that location for further information. 

33. With respect to claim 40, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 39, including 
the system further comprising a plurality of user channels, each of the user channels being 
owned by the user and comprising a name, a parent system channel, the parent system 
channel being one of the plurality of named system channels, and a region descriptor 
(Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 38-54). 
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34. With respect to claim 42, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 28, including 
the system further comprising an account manager for assigning each user an account type, 
the account type comprising a system feature table and a usage limits table (Sotiroff, col. 5, 
lines 15-37). The user is limited to searching database, but the lessors can establish and 
maintain listings in the database. 

35. With respect to claim 43, Sotiroff teaches a computer program product having a computer 
readable medium having control logic stored therein, the control logic enabling a processor to 
communicate a posting to a target user community, the control logic comprising: 

Means for enabling a processor to enable an originator of the posting to select a broadcast 
channel, where the broadcast channel has a channel description related to the posting 
(Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 46-50); means for enabling a processor to provide a user interface to 
enable the originator to input the posting, where the posting is comprised of one or more of 
an identification tag, an information component, and a broadcast region descriptor (Sotiroff, 
col. 5, lines 43-46); and means for enabling a processor to transmit the posting to the target 
user community over the broadcast channel, where the target user community is defined by 
the broadcast region descriptor (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 62-64; coL 4, lines 36-47). 

36. With respect to claim 44, Sotiroff teaches a computer program product having a computer 
readable medium having control logic stored therein, the control logic enabling a processor to 
communicate information to a target user community using geographical map view, the 
control logic comprising: 
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Means for enabling a processor to store one or more postings in a posting information 
database (Sotiroff, col. 2, lines 38-43); means for enabling a processor to provide a user 
interface to enable an originator of the one or more postings to define a broadcast region on 
the geographical map view in order to identify the target user community (Sotiroff, col. 5, 
lines 46-52); and means for enabling the processor to communicate a plurality of the one or 
more postings to the target user community (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 62-64; col. 4, lines 36-47). 

37. With respect to claim 45, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 44, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
a processor to generate the geographical map view (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 36-47). 

38. With respect to claim 46, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 45, including 
the computer program product of claim 45, where the control logic further comprises means 
for enabling the processor to accept a personal icon to be associated with a user account 
(Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 

39. With respect to claim 47, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 46, including 
the computer program product where the personal icon is a visible element in the postings 
(Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 
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40. With respect to claim 48, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 47, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to create a virtual antenna (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

41. With respect to claim 49, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 48, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to display a visible graphical element representing the virtual antenna on the 
geographical map view (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

42. With respect to claim 50, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 49, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to enable a user to activate the visible graphical element thereby causing a user- 
defined URL to be opened and displayed on at least one of the plurality of client computers 
(Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 56-65; col. 2, lines 48-53). 

43. With respect to claim 51, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 48, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to associate a plurality of ping topics with the virtual antenna, each the ping 
topic comprising a ping topic keyword pattern and a ping topic response (Sotiroff, col. 5, 
lines 15-26). 
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44. With respect to claim 52, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 44, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to accept a photo attachment, the photo attachment comprising a digital 
photograph, descriptive information about the digital photograph, and behavioral preferences 
associated with the digital photograph (Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 

45. With respect to claim 53, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 52, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to associate the photo attachment with an attachment point, the attachment 
point being a point on the geographical map view (Sotiroff, col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 4). 

46. With respect to claim 54, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 44, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to enable a plurality of user dialogs, each the user dialogs comprising a 
plurality of messages between a source user and a recipient user (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 15- 
26). 

47. With respect to claim 55, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 44, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to generate a channel tree comprised a plurality of named system channels 
interrelated hierarchically (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 30-47). The results from the search return 
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several points of interest located within a city, and then the user is invited to select individual 
points of interest from that location for further information. 

48. With respect to claim 56, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 55, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to enable a user to define a plurality of user channels, each of the user channels 
being owned by the user and comprising a name, a parent system channel, the parent system 
channel being one of the plurality of named system channels, and a region descriptor 
(Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 38-54). 

49. With respect to claim 58, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 44, including 
the computer program product where the control logic further comprises means for enabling 
the processor to assign each user an account type, the account type comprising a system 
feature table and a usage limits table (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 15-37). The user is limited to 
searching database, but the lessors can establish and maintain listings in the database. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

50. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

51. Claims 9-14, 17-20, 22-27, 41, and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over SotirofF and further in view of Johnstone et al. (U.S. 5,898,680). 

Sotiroff teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a geographic-specific 
information search system configured to display a graphical map and to allow the user to 
narrow the geographic search area to the desired region. 

52. With respect to claim 9, SotirofF teaches a method of communicating postings to a target 
user community, comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a posting to be communicated over a designated broadcast channel to a target 
user community; retrieving a set of geographical boundaries for each region located within 
the broadcast region (SotirofF, col. 5, lines 46-50); and communicating the posting to the 
virtual antennas (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 36-47). 

SotirofF does not explicitly teach identifying the location of the users of the system. 

However, Johnstone teaches identifying a set of virtual antennas located within the set of 
geographical boundaries (Johnstone, col. 14, lines 34-40). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Sotiroff in view of Johnstone in order to identifying the location of the 
users of the system. One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate automatically 
providing the users with location-specific information within the area of their current 
position. 

53. With respect to claim 10, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 9, including 
the method where the receiving step further comprises receiving one or more behavioral 
options associated with the posting (Sotiroff, col. 2, lines 48-53). 

54. With respect to claim 1 1, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 10, including 
the method further comprising the step of generating a posting object, the posting object 
comprising the posting and the one or more behavioral options (Sotiroff, col. 2, lines 48-61). 

55. With respect to claim 12, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 9, including 
the method where the target user community is defined by a broadcast region descriptor 
(SotirofF, col. 5, lines 62-64; col. 4, lines 36-47). 

56. With respect to claim 13, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 9, including 
the method further comprising the step of verifying that the received posting contains 
information needed to communicate the posting (SotirofF, col. 5, lines 61-64). 
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57. With respect to claim 14, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 9, including 
the use of virtual antennas (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

Sotiroff does not explicitly teach virtual antennas being tuned to a specific channel. 

However, Johnstone the method where each virtual antenna is tuned to receive postings 
on the designated broadcast channel (Johnstone, col. 13, lines 17-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Sotiroff in view of Johnstone in order to enable the virtual antennas to 
be tuned to a specific channel. One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate 
automatically providing the users with location-specific information within the area of their 
current position. 

58. With respect to claim 17, teaches a method of communicating a ping to a target user 
community, comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a ping comprised of one or more key words to be communicated to a broadcast 
region from a user (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 43-46); retrieving a set of geographical boundaries 
for each region located within the broadcast region (Sotiroff, col. 5, lines 46-50); and 
comparing the ping to a keyword expression associated with each virtual antenna in the set of 
virtual antennas; generating a hit list comprising a response from each virtual antenna in the 
set of virtual antennas having a keyword expression matching the ping; and communicating 
the hit list to the user (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 30-47). 

Sotiroff does not explicitly teach identifying the location of the users of the system. 
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However, Johnstone teaches identifying a set of virtual antennas located within the set of 
geographical boundaries (Johnstone, col. 14, lines 34-40); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Sotiroff in view of Johnstone in order to identifying the location of the 
users of the system. One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate automatically 
providing the users with location-specific information within the area of their current 
position. 

59. With respect to claim 18, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 17, including 
the method where the virtual antennas are visible on a geographical map view (Sotiroff, col. 
4, lines 53-65). 

60. With respect to claim 19, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 17, including 
the method where step further comprises communicating one or more behavioral options 
associated with the response from each virtual antenna (Sotiroff, col. 2, lines 48-61). 

61. With respect to claim 20, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 19 r including 
the method where the behavioral options include one or more of whether to reveal a name 
associated with an originator of the response, whether to reveal an electronic mail address 
associated with the originator, and whether to allow the user to communicate a reply to the 
originator (Sotiroff, col. 2, lines 48-53). 
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62. With respect to claim 22, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 21, including 
the use of virtual antennas (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

Sotiroff does not explicitly teach identifying the location of the users of the system. 

However, Johnstone teaches the method where the user antenna is located within a 
broadcast region (Johnstone, col. 14, lines 34-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Sotiroff in view of Johnstone in order to enable identifying the location 
of the users of the system. One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate 
automatically providing the users with location-specific information within the area of their 
current position. 

63. With respect to claim 23, Sotiroff teaches the invention described in claim 22, including 
the use of virtual antennas (Sotiroff, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

Sotiroff does not explicitly teach virtual antennas being tuned to a specific channel. 

However, Johnstone the method where each virtual antenna is tuned to receive postings 
on the designated broadcast channel (Johnstone, col. 13, lines 17-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Sotiroff in view of Johnstone in order to enable the virtual antennas to 
be tuned to a specific channel. One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate 
automatically providing the users with location-specific information within the area of their 
current position. 
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64. With respect to claim 24, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 23, including 
the method where the identifying step comprises identifying the postings communicated to 
the broadcast region over the designated broadcast channel (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 30-47). 

65. With respect to claim 25, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 24, including 
the method where the identifying step further comprises identifying one or more behavioral 
options associated with the postings (SotirofF, col. 2, lines 48-61). 

66. With respect to claim 26, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 25, including 
the method further comprising the step of generating a posting object, the posting object 
comprising the postings and the one or more behavioral options (SotirofF, col. 2, lines 48-61). 

67. With respect to claim 27, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 21, including 
the use of virtual antennas (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

SotirofF does not explicitly teach the user antenna being mobile. 

However, Johnstone teaches the system further comprising a mobile antenna (Johnstone, 
col. 11, lines 13-15). 

It would have been obvious to one oF ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify SotirofF in view of Johnstone in order to enable the use of a mobile 
antenna. One would be motivated to do so in order to enable automatically providing the 
users with location-specific information within the area of their current position. 
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68. With respect to claim 41, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 28, including 
the use of virtual antennas (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

SotirofF does not explicitly teach the user antenna being mobile. 

However, Johnstone teaches the system further comprising a mobile antenna (Johnstone, 
col. 11, lines 13-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify SotirofF in view of Johnstone in order to enable the use of a mobile 
antenna. One would be motivated to do so in order to enable automatically providing the 
users with location-specific information within the area of their current position. 

69. With respect to claim 57, SotirofF teaches the invention described in claim 44, including 
the use of virtual antennas (SotirofF, col. 4, lines 53-65). 

SotirofF does not explicitly teach the user antenna being mobile. 

However, Johnstone teaches the system further comprising a mobile antenna (Johnstone, 
col. 11, lines 13-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify SotirofF in view of Johnstone in order to enable the use of a mobile 
antenna. One would be motivated to do so in order to enable automatically providing the 
users with location-specific information within the area of their current position. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at 7:30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday, and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alicia Baturay 
July 18, 2005 



